
 1:  New Year’s Day Holiday
 1:  National Hangover Day (Well, duh)
 1:  Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God
 7: Orthodox Christmas
 7:  The Epiphany of the Lord
 8:  The Baptism of the Lord
 11:  Human Trafficking Awareness Day
14:  World Blood Donor Day (Save a Life!)
15:  Martin Luther King Day Holiday
15:  US Army Birthday (Hooah!)
20: World Religion Day
22:  Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn 
         Children
23:  National Pie Day
24:  International Day of Education
27: International Holocaust Remembrance Day
29: National Bubble Wrap Appreciation Day
31: National Hot Chocolate Day

ST. MARTIN'S JOURNAL

ST. MARTIN'S JOURNAL PAGE 1VOL.  3  ISSUE 4   •   JANUARY 2024

Office of Life, Justice & CharityOffice of Life, Justice & Charity
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 January
Highlights

January is Human Trafficking Awareness Month
and Poverty Awareness Month

“The Gospel of Peace: A Commentary on Mathew,
Mark, and Luke from the Perspective of Peace” 

with Fr. John Dear
January 11, 2024

San Carlos Cathedral Hall

     Peacemaker, author and Nobel Peace Prize Nominee,
Father John Dear, will be with us to talk about and sign
copies of his new book, his life's work: The Gospel of
Peace: A Commentary on Matthew, Mark, and Luke from
the Perspective of Nonviolence. It is the first ever
commentary on the Synoptic Gospels from the
perspective of active nonviolence in the tradition of
Gandhi and Dr. King. In this original work, Fr. John
walks us through the three synoptic Gospels pointing
out Jesus' practice and teachings on nonviolence,
peace, and universal love and invites us to follow him.
Join us at 7PM on January 11 in San Carlos Cathedral
Hall for an inspirational call to action!
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January is 
Poverty Awareness Month

     Respond to Pope Francis’ challenge to empower
and join with persons in poverty by participating
in Poverty Awareness Month in January 2024.
     Daily reflections (Spanish versions coming soon
to the USSCB website) include ways to learn about
poverty, get inspired by how communities are
responding, and take action with others. You can
also sign up to receive daily reflections by email. 
     All this and more is available on the USCCB
website at
https://www.usccb.org/committees/catholic-
campaign-human-development/poverty-awareness-
month. 
     Share these materials with your parish and
follow the action on Facebook and Twitter! "I want a church which is

poor and for the poor.”

Pope Francis

Virtual Introduction to
Natural Family Planning

     Sheila St. John at the California
Association of Natural Family Planning will
present an online introduction to NFP at
7PM on January 8th.  This is an excellent
opportunity to learn about natural methods
of family planning.  See the attached flyer
for further information or to register.
     Sheila is also always available to visit
your parish to present in-person classes.  
Her contact information is on the flyer.

https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=a6b0591d0d&e=c47f3910e1
https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=7ba79713a8&e=c47f3910e1
https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=3ec9b57d52&e=c47f3910e1
https://www.usccb.org/committees/catholic-campaign-human-development/poverty-awareness-month
https://www.usccb.org/committees/catholic-campaign-human-development/poverty-awareness-month
https://www.usccb.org/committees/catholic-campaign-human-development/poverty-awareness-month
https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=e10cc1cb84&e=c47f3910e1
https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=2562f6ef03&e=c47f3910e1


Classes Available on
Catholic Social Teaching

      Deacon Warren is available to provide Social Justice classes to your parish groups.  
Classes may be on Catholic Social Teaching and the theology of justice, or specific topics

such as Laudato Si and Environmental Justice, Restorative Justice, Racism, Catholic Advocacy
and Voting Issues, or others by request.  Contact him to set up a class in your parish!
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     Nine Days for Life is the U.S. Catholic bishops’
annual novena in January surrounding the Day of
Prayer for the Legal Protection of the Unborn, which
this year is January 22nd.  The novena will be
January 16-24.  This is an opportunity to join the
bishops and Catholics across the country in praying
for protection of all unborn babies.
     There are a lot of great resources for parish use
available on the USCCB website:  
https://www.usccb.org/january-22.  You’ll find the
novena prayers as well as other pro-life prayers,
Mass options, and an action guide for fighting the
lingering effects of Roe v. Wade.  Everything is
available in Spanish as well as English.

Nine Days for Life
Novena Materials

Available 
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https://www.usccb.org/january-22
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     Over the last two years, the National Eucharistic Revival has ushered
the Catholic faithful into a greater faith and appreciation for the amazing
sacramental gift of our Lord, who draws us to himself through our
communion in his Body and Blood. As a practical way to incarnate the
grace of the Revival into our families and communities, the bishops of
California are dedicating the 2024-2025 pastoral year to helping the
Catholic faithful renew and deepen our lived experience of the Sacrament
of Marriage – which is modeled on the irrevocable covenantal love of God
for his people expressed in the Eucharist.
     Under the title “Radiate Love,” every Catholic community is invited to
participate in this initiative, starting on World Marriage Day – February 11,
2024 – when couples all over the globe are called by God to invest in their
relationships and let that love radiate out to the whole world, first and
foremost in their own family. 
     The California Catholic Conference has prepared a variety of resources
to help you Radiate Love in your parish:  intercessions and other prayers,
homily helps, bulletin inserts, and more.  All those and more are available
at the Radiate Love website:  https://radiatelove.info/.  Everything is
available in both English and Spanish.
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 Radiate Love
for World Marriage Day

February 11

https://radiatelove.info/
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     Georgetown University has made
available the recording from its
webinar “Indigenous Communities,
Child-Family Separation, and the
Catholic Church”.  This discussion is
an excellent introduction to the issue
and the Church’s role in it.  It
includes the voices of native peoples
as well as the Church.  
     Anyone, clergy or lay, who wants
to learn more about our Church’s
actions in American history will
benefit from watching this video,
available on Georgetown’s website at  
https://globalchildren.georgetown.ed
u/events/indigenous-communities-
child-family-separation-and-the-
catholic-church-what-do-truth-and-
healing-require. 
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Video on Indigenous Peoples
and the Catholic Church Now

Available

JustFaith Discontinuing
GoodNews People Program

     For those parishes that have used the GoodNews People program from the Catholic Campaign for
Human Development’s JustFaith Ministries, please be aware that the program is being discontinued
and materials will not be available after March 15, 2024.  You can order materials at a big discount
while supplies last.  Contact Susie Tierney at JustFaith directly:  susie@justfaith.org. 
     Don’t worry -- other JustFaith programs are still going strong!  It’s just the old GoodNews People
that’s being discontinued.

https://globalchildren.georgetown.edu/events/indigenous-communities-child-family-separation-and-the-catholic-church-what-do-truth-and-healing-require
https://globalchildren.georgetown.edu/events/indigenous-communities-child-family-separation-and-the-catholic-church-what-do-truth-and-healing-require
https://globalchildren.georgetown.edu/events/indigenous-communities-child-family-separation-and-the-catholic-church-what-do-truth-and-healing-require
https://globalchildren.georgetown.edu/events/indigenous-communities-child-family-separation-and-the-catholic-church-what-do-truth-and-healing-require
https://globalchildren.georgetown.edu/events/indigenous-communities-child-family-separation-and-the-catholic-church-what-do-truth-and-healing-require
mailto:susie@justfaith.org


"If you want peace, work for justice.”

Pope Paul VI

“The Gospel of Peace: A Commentary on Mathew, Mark, and
Luke from the Perspective of Peace” 

with Fr. John Dear
January 11, 2024

San Carlos Cathedral Hall

     Peacemaker, author and Nobel Peace Prize Nominee,
Father John Dear, will be with us to talk about and sign
copies of his new book, his life's work: The Gospel of
Peace: A Commentary on Matthew, Mark, and Luke from
the Perspective of Nonviolence. It is the first ever
commentary on the Synoptic Gospels from the
perspective of active nonviolence in the tradition of
Gandhi and Dr. King. In this original work, Fr. John
walks us through the three synoptic Gospels pointing
out Jesus' practice and teachings on nonviolence,
peace, and universal love and invites us to follow him.
Join us at 7PM on January 11 in San Carlos Cathedral
Hall for an inspirational call to action!

"Fr. John Dear's The Gospel of Peace is an invitation to
go beyond a conceptual consideration of peace to the
living of peace, especially as a condition and an
attribute of discipleship to Jesus."

Cardinal Peter Turkson, Vatican City
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